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Geoarchaeological Overview of the Nine i Far Western 
Bay Area Counties in Caltrans District 4 

PREFACE 

This document summarizes existing information on the timing and nature of landscape evolution in the 
San Francisco Bay Area and adjacent regions of central California, providing a framework for predicting the ages 
and locations of buried archaeological resources in the nine counties that make up Caltrans District 4. We present 
the locations and temporal data for 79 buried prehistoric components identified in the District, and describe 
approaches for identifying and sampling buried sites. The data integration required for a comprehensive 
geoarchaeological study of the district is also discussed. The report was prepared as part of the Caltrans District 4 
Cultural Resources Inventory of Rural Conventional Highways. The inventory was initiated under the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991, Transportation Enhancement Activities Program, followed by the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) in 1998, and most recently the Safety Accountability 
Fairness Efficiency Transportation Equity Act of 2005.  
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