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ABSTRACT 
NATIVE CALIFORNIAN PREHISTORY AND CLIMATE IN THE SAN 

FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

By Stella D'Oro 

The Middle/Late Transition Period in California (1,100 

- 750 B.P.) has recently been viewed by archaeologists as a 

time of dramatic environmental and archaeological changes, 

such as shifts in diet and the emergence of complexity 

among some Native American populations. Recently, 

paleoenvironmental and archaeological data .presented by L. 

Mark Raab and Daniel 0. Larson (Raab and Larson 1997) argue 

that the Medieval Climatic Anomaly (MCA), which involved a 

long period of drought, played a prominent role in the 

cultural changes noted in the greater Southern California 

Bight. This thesis tests the Raab and Larson "Southern 

California Model" in the southern San Francisco Bay Area 

and does not produce the same sort of behavioral changes 

during the anomaly. While the Southern California Model 

documents settlement disruption, increased violence, 

malnutrition, and intensification of resources, similar 

phenomena did not take place in this study area. I propose 

that prehistoric populations in the study area were not 

significantly impacted by the Medieval Climatic Anomaly. 
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